The Lesser Known Americans Project

Premise- 

There are certain names in history with which most people are familiar.  Even if the knowledge is vague, most Americans know that Lindbergh and Earhart did something with planes.  I would also bet that most people realize that Theodore and Franklin Roosevelt both served as POTUS.  There are, however, many Americans who had a significant impact on history (good or bad), yet are not familiar to the average person.  That is where this assignment comes into play.

Your Goal-


Each of you will be assigned a decade and a partner.  You first objective is to identify a “lesser known” American from your assigned decade who you feel has had a greater impact on society than the person’s familiarity implies.  In other words, you are searching for person who you feel should be as identifiable as Rosa Parks, but is not.
Approval-


Please email me your choice by September 10.  Include a 1 or 2 sentence explanation of your pick.  
Round One- I will decide if the person’s contributions were significant enough for inclusion in this assignment.  If I disapprove, please feel free to convince me otherwise.  If I approve, then your selection moves to round 2.

Round Two- If more than 20% of my senior students know about the person you selected, then your American is too well known.
What Then? 


The Paper- Each student will write an individual research paper.

The Presentation- Each pair will present an argument to the class detailing why their American deserves more fame than history has granted.  The presentation will include a “live” introduction, a student-produced video, and a “live” closing argument.

